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Presented by the YWCA of Queens and Sponsored by HSBC

The Summer Literacy Festival 2008
The 11th Essay Writing Contest

Registration and Essay Deadline:
Friday, August 8th, 2008 
(must be received by 5:00pm)
     Award Ceremony Date & Time: 
Saturday, August 16, 2008 at 4pm
Submission Requirements:
1. Registration form 
2. Proof of age (a copy of birth certificate, passport, or valid photo ID)
3. Essay (2 pages typed, double spaced, font Times New Roman, font size 12, 1-inch margin) 
4. Entries must include the applicant’s name and phone number in the header
How to apply:
· By walk-in: 
YWCA of Queens 


                     42-07 Parsons Blvd., Flushing, New York 11355
· Email: 
ywcaqueens@gmail.com 

· Fax: 

718-353-4044 

         (Please call us at 718-353-4553 to confirm the receipt of your documents)

Please choose one of the following essay topics: 
1. Who is your favorite author?  What distinguishes them from other writers? Discuss one 
of their writings and how they impact you as a reader.
2. Discuss the meaning of character and your views on whether or not it is necessary for 
an effective United States President.    
3. Who would you say is the greatest musician of our time?  What about their music 
elevates them above their peers?  What qualities are essential for a musician and their 
music to be remembered long after they are gone?
4. When does a child become an adult?  What social and psychological changes signify the passage from childhood into adulthood for an individual?  
Presented by the YWCA of Queens and Sponsored by HSBC

Summer Literacy Festival 2008

The 11th Essay Writing Contest
Criteria for Judging Essays

1. Essays will be judged based on all of the following:

1 Organization – (i.e.: introduction conveying ideas to follow; logical presentation)

2 Grammar and Spelling

3 Coherency – (clear presentation; easy to follow; a relationship between the story and the point you are making)

4 Content and Uniqueness – (i.e. presentation of original ideas and thoughts; exceptional storytelling; memorable)

2. Participants who fail to follow the page format explained on the application will automatically be disqualified.

3. Essays exceeding two pages will automatically be disqualified.

Rules and Procedures
1 The YWCA of Queens conducts educational activities on “best effort basis” only, and is not responsible for any human error or hardships cause to any person.

2 All participants are taking part of the activity under their own free will, and the YWCA is not responsible for any injury or lost of personal items.

3 The primary goal of the Literacy Festival is to foster the spirit of learning and achievement among youth in literacy.   Parents and children should focus on the joy of learning and interaction amongst fellow community members rather than on the        outcome of the competition.

4 All applicants must be registered to take part in either of the competitions. Late submission of registration forms will be         honored only based upon available space.

5 The YWCA of Queens reserves the rights to verify the grade level of all participants.

6 Participants from each grade level will be awarded 1st, 2nd & 3rd place prizes (Barnes & Noble gift cards).

7 Judges have the right to change rules on site without notice if the situation warrants.  In any dispute, the Judges have the     final decision.

8 All essays must be submitted no later than August 8th, 2008 to the YWCA of Queens by 5:00pm.  Late or lost essays will not be eligible to compete in the contest.

9 Once submitted, essays will not be returned to students.  Please keep a copy for yourself just in case.

10 Students may only submit one essay to the contest.  Students may not receive any help from other students or any other      individuals.

11 Plagiarism is prohibited, and any students who plagiarize will be immediately disqualified.  All essays must be original and    unpublished.

12 If a book or an article is used, you must cite your source on a separate page.

13 The final judging will be conducted anonymously.  Contestants will be given ID numbers, and their names will be removed    from the essays being judged so as to assure anonymity and to eliminate bias.

14 Winners will be notified shortly after the final judging, and are asked to attend the Literacy Festival to be awarded their prizes on Saturday, August 16th, 2008 at 4:00pm.  Essays will be published in the YWCA of Queens Newsletter and Youthology     (newsletter of Project CITY, the YWCA of Queens youth writer’s circle)

15 The judges are in complete control of the competition, and their decision shall be final in all questions.  All judging and prizes are non-negotiable.

For more information please contact at 718-353-4553 ext. 15.

YWCA of Queens Essay Writing Contest Registration Form
Name:_________________________    Grade: _________________    Age:____________

Address:__________________________________________________________________
                                  Street                                                                   APT #
              _________________________________________________________________

                                   City                              State                                 Zip code  
Telephone # (Day):__________________________   (Night):_______________________
Birth Date: (month/date/year):_____/______/______  (Email):_______________________
School Name:______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name: 



                      



I hereby give permission for my child to participate in the YWCA’s Essay Writing Contest.  
I understand that the outcome of the judging will be final and not subject for review.

Parent’s Signature: 








Please enclose:   Application     Proof of Age
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